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no care, and those very
many other various
little living creatures
that are not only
created, but fed, man
knows not how, by the
goodness of the God of
Nature . . . and let the
blessing of St. Peter's
Master be with mine.
. . . And upon all
that are lovers of
virtue ; and dare trust
in His providence ; and
be quiet; and go a
Angling."

He died at Winchester
in 1683 at the age of
ninety. To his memory
London anglers erected
a window in the Church
of St. Dunstan, Fleet
Street, in 1895.

Gilbert White

[1720-1793].

There were and have
been since the middle
of the eighteenth cen-
tury more learned and
more scientific writers
on    Natural    History
than the modest and
gentle    curate    of
Selborne,   Gilbert
White.    Yet none can
claim to have made so
great an appeal to all classes and types
of readers as the man who recorded
his observations on his country rides
and walks round his native village of
Selborne in Hampshire.

Other great writers on Natural His-
tory were at work in White's day;
there was Linnaeus in Sweden and
Buffon in France, compiling their great
works, classifying and recording;
arranging the plants and animals in
due order and dividing them into
classes. Gilbert White scarcely be-

"THE WAKES" AT SELBORNE

Here is the charming old House in which Gilbert White, the

great writer on natural history was born.   He became curate of

Selborne in 1784 and there he lived until his death in 1793.

The first edition was published in
1653, but was added to regularly during
the next twenty-five years. The original
thirteen chapters grew to twenty-one,
and a second part dealing with fly-
fishing was added by his friend, Charles
Cotton. Additions made to the original
edition were happy quotations, new
turns of phrase, songs, and poems, and
through the whole book there breathes
Walton's own gentle disposition and
piety. At the close of " The Compleat
Angler" he writes: "I will walk the

meadows, by some gliding stream, and ( longed to this scientific school and his
there contemplate the lilies that take^Lwork did not compete with theirs but